
Pastor Paul Chappell, Sunday Morning, February 12, 2012 
1 John 4:7–11 “7 Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and 
every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God. 8 He that loveth 
not knoweth not God; for God is love. 9 In this was manifested the love 
of God toward us, because that God sent his only begotten Son into the 
world, that we might live through him. 10 Herein is love, not that we loved 
God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our 
sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another.”

Introduction 
						         	
						       	
						           

Three Comprehensive Statements  
about God in First John
1. God is light.

2. God is spirit.

3. God is love.

1. The Love of God 			       
(vv. 7–8)

Quote: “God by nature is love, and therefore He 
defines love; it does not define Him.”

A. 			    with God
His nature

IN CHRIST’S LOVE

1 John 4:7-11

ROOTED
the sincerity of your love. For ye know the grace of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet 
for your sakes he became poor, that ye through his 
poverty might be rich” (2 Corinthians 8:7–9).

notes: 							    
						         	
					                         	
						            

Conclusion
						         	
						       	
						              
Quote: “The Word of God makes plain that God 
so loved the world that He gave His Son, and that 
all who avail themselves of the grace of God are 
immeasurably blessed in time and eternity. On the 
other hand, the same Word of God states plainly 
that those who spurn God’s mercy must experience 
His judgment without mercy. How foolish it is to 
rest in the portions of the Word of God that speak 
of the love of God and reject the portions that deal 
with His righteous judgment.”—John F. Walvoord,  
The Revelation of Jesus Christ

1 John 4:16
And we have known 

and believed the love 
that God hath to us. 
God is love; and he 

that dwelleth in love 
dwelleth in God, and 

God in him.



His expression

“But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love 
wherewith he loved us” (Ephesians 2:4).

B. 			    by God
Love is of God.

Everyone that loveth is born of God.

“And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of 
God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost 
which is given unto us” (Romans 5:5).

Believers are to love one another.

notes: 							    
						         	
					                         	
						        

2. The Love of God 			       
(v. 9)

A. 			 
The witness of His love

“Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ 
also loved the church, and gave himself for it” 
(Ephesians 5:25).

Quote: “Jesus did not come to make God’s love 
possible, but to make God’s love visible.”

The work of His love

“And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for 
ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world” 
(1 John 2:2).

Quote: “Resentment is careful to keep books. Love 
keeps no books.”

B. 			 
“Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall 
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or peril, or sword?” (Romans 8:35).

“For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, 
nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor 
things present, nor things to come, Nor height, 
nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to 
separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:38–39).

notes: 							    
						         	
					                         	
						        

3. The Love of God 			       
(vv. 11–12)

A. By Loving 		
“And Jesus answered him, The first of all the 
commandments is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord our 
God is one Lord: And thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is 
the first commandment” (Mark 12:29–30).

B. By Loving One 			 

C. By 			    His Love
By sharing the Gospel

“I am debtor both to the Greeks, and to the 
Barbarians; both to the wise, and to the 
unwise.So, as much as in me is, I am ready to 
preach the gospel to you that are at Rome also” 
(Romans 1:14– 15).

By giving to Him

Quote: “You can give without loving, but you 
cannot love without giving.”

“Therefore, as ye abound in every thing, in faith, 
and utterance, and knowledge, and in all diligence, 
and in your love to us, see that ye abound in this 
grace also. I speak not by commandment, but by 
occasion of the forwardness of others, and to prove 

1 John 4:19
We love him, because 

he first loved us.

Galatians 5:22
But the fruit of the 

Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, longsuffering, 
gentleness, goodness, 

faith,

1 John 4:20
If a man say, I love 
God, and hateth his 
brother, he is a liar: 

for he that loveth not 
his brother whom he 

hath seen, how can 
he love God whom he 

hath not seen?

John 3:16
For God so loved the 

world, that he gave 
his only begotten 

Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him 

should not perish, but 
have everlasting life.

John 13:1
Now before the feast 

of the passover, when 
Jesus knew that his 
hour was come that 

he should depart out 
of this world unto the 
Father, having loved 
his own which were 

in the world, he loved 
them unto the end.

1 John 2:29
If ye know that he is 

righteous, ye know 
that every one that 

doeth righteousness is 
born of him.


